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A message was fecelved frota the President of the
United States, by Mr. Walker, bit privaie Secretary,
which was read by the Secretary cf the Senate, as
follows :
To the Senate and House of Repreienlatites i

The existing state of the relations between the
United States and Mexico renders it proper that I
should bring: the subject to the consideration of Con-

gress. In my Message at the commencement of your
present session the state of these relations, the causes
which led to the suspension of diplomatic intercourse
between the two countries in March, 1345, and the
lnn(T.rontinued and unredressed wrong and injuries
committed by the Mexican government on Citizens of
the United States in their persons and property, were
briefly set forth.

As the facta and oprnions which were then laid
before you were carefully considered, I cannot better
rxpress my convictions of the condition of affairs up
to that time, than by referring you to that comfhuni
cation.

The strong desire to establish peace with Mexico,
on liberal and honorable terms and the readiness of
this government to regulate and adjust our boundary,
and other causes of difference with that nower, on

such fair and equitable principles as would lead to

permanent relations of the most friendly nature, in-

duced me in September last to seek the ng of
diplomatic relations between the two countries. Every
measure adopted on our part had for its object the
furtherance of these desired result. In commtini
eating to Congress a succinct statement of the inju-

ries which we'had suffered from Mexico, and which
have been accumulating during a period of more than
twenty years, every expression that could tend to
inflame the people of Mexico, or defeat or delay a
pacific result, was carefully avoided. An envoy of
the United States repaired to Mexico with full powers
to adjust every existing difference. But though pre-

sent on the Mexican soil, by agreement between the
two governments, invested with full powers, and
bearing evidence of the most friendly dispositions, his
mission has been unavailing. The Mexican govern-
ment not only refused to receive him or listen to his
propositions, but, after a longcontinued series of
menaces, have at last invaded our territory and shed
the blood of our fellow-citize- ns on our own soil.

It now becomes my duty td state more in detail the
origin, pfogfess aria failure of that mission. In
pursuance of the instructions given in September last,
an inquiry was made, on the thirteenth of October,
in 1S45, in the most friendly terms, through our
Consul in Mexico, of the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
whether the Mexican government would receive an
envoy from the United Statf s intrusted with full pow-

ers to adjust all the questions in dispute between the
two governments;" with the assurance that should
the answer be in the affirma'ive, such an envoy would
be immediately despatched to Mexico." The Mexi-
can minister, on the 15th of October, gave an affirm-

ative answer to this inquiry, requesting, at the same
time, that onf naval force at Vera Cruz might be
withdrawn lest its continued presence might assume
the appearance of menace and coercion pending the
negotiations. This force was immediately withdrawn.
On the 10th of November, 1345, Mr. John Slidell, of
Louisiana, was commissioned by me as envoy extra-
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United
States to Mexico, and was intrusted with full powers
to adjust both the questions of the Texas boundary
and of indemnification to our citizens. The redress
of the wrongs of our citizens naturally and insepara-
bly blendd itself with the question of boundary.
The settlement of the one question in any correct
view of the subject involves that of the other. I
could not, for a moment, entertain the idea that the
claims of our much injured and long suffering citi
von, irmnv of which had existed fjr more than twenty
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thorities of city. But the of Gen.
Herrera was then tottering to its fall. The revolu-
tionary party had seized upon the Texas question to

or hasten its overthrow. Its determination to
restore friendly relations with the United States, and
to receive our minister, to negotiate for the settle- - i
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Meiico passed the hands of a military
leader.

Determined to leave effort to effect an
adjustment with I directed Mr.

Slidell to present his credentials to the government
Gen. Fajedes, and to be officially received him.
There would have been less for taking
step had Gen. Paredes come power a regular
constitutional succession. In that event adminis-
tration have been considered but a mere consti-
tutional continuance of government of General
Herrera, and the refusal of latter to receive
minister would have been deemed conclusive, unless
an intimation had been given Gen. Paredes of

to reverse the of his predecessor.
But the government of General Paredes owes

existence to a military revolution, which the sub-
sisting constitutional had deen subverted.
The form government changed,

as the functionaries by it
administered.

Under these circumstances, Slidell, in
to direction, a note to the

minister foreign relations, under date of the 1st of
March asking be received by that government
in the diplomatic character to which had been

This in his reply, under date
the 12th of the arguments his

predecessor, and in terms that may be considered as
just gronnds offence to the government and

people of the JJnited States, denied the
Mr. Slidell. Nothing, remained for
envoy but to his passports and return to his
own country.

Thus government Mexico, though solemnly
pledged by official acts in receive and
accredit an American envoy, violated their plighted
faith, and refused the of a peaceful adjustment

our difficulties. Not only the offer rejected,
but indignity of its by
manifest breach of in refusing to admit
envoy, who came because they had bound themselves
to receive him. Nor be said that the offer was

from the want opportunity discussing
it: was present oa own Nor
can it be ascribed to a want sufficient powers : our
envoy had full to adjust every question of dif-

ference. Nor there room for that our
propositions settlement were unreasonable : per-
mission not even given envoy to make
proposition whatever. Nor ca n it objected that w'e,
on our part, would not listen to any reasonable terms

their suggestion: the Mexican government refused
negotiation, and have made no proposition of any
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bad become an integral part of our Union.
The Congress of Texas by December 19th,
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sented in the Congress and in the of
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sional districts. Our Congress. bad, moreover,
with unan:mity, by the approved December

31st, 1315. recognised the country beyond the Nueces
as a part of our territory by including it within

; and a revenue to reside
within that district, has been appointed by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate. It became,
therefore, urgent necessity provide for the

of that of our country. Accordingly,
ou the thirteenth of January instructions were
issued to the General in command of these troops to
occupy the left bank the Del Norte. This river

is south-weste- rn boundary the State of
Texas is an exposed frontier. From this quarter,
invasion threatened ; upon it and in immedi-

ate vicinity, in the of military expe-

rience, are the proper stations for the protecting
forces the government. In addition this Impor-

tant consideration, several others to induce
movement. Among these are the facilities

afforded by the ports t Brazos Santiago and the
mou h the Del Norte for the reception of supplies
by sea, the stronger and more healthful military posi-

tions, the for a ready a
me re abnndant provisions, water, fuel and

and the advantages which are afforded by the Del
Norte in forwarding supplies to Buch posts as may be
established in the interior and upon the Indian

The movement of the troops the Del Norte
made the commanding general, under positive
instructions to abstain from aggressive acts to-

wards or Mexican citizens, and to regard the
relations republic and the United

should be postponed, or separated from Our with been
of the boundary question. It was formerly highly beneficial to both

Süd-- Ii arrived at Cruz on the 30th of nations but our been
November, the au-- ! system of and extortion

government

effect

Was made great of denunciation against all the in we
government General Herrera, there is good are now involved.

was sincerely desirous receive Instead of this, however, been exerting
minister; but it the by to propitiate the

its the of December pretext herself,
the most pretexts. thought proper unite its with pur she

are so fully and exposed in the note of. has to believe severed her
the of the ful territory, and. in proclamations mani

can minister of transmitted, festoes, threatened to war
it further detail us for of the

of time, we

Five days after of Mr. Slidell's note, cup forbears nee been exhausted, even
the government to Gen. the information the of

without strudle, and on the 30th Del after menaces, Mex- -

revolution was oc- - icohas passed the boundary states,
com pi the people has our blood

power in into

no untried
amicable Mexico,

of
ask by

ground this
into by

his
would

the
the our

by his
desire decision

its
by

authorities
of was entirely as

well all high whom was

Mr. obedi-

ence my addressed Mexican
of

last, to
be

appointed. minister,
March, reiterated of

giving of
application of

therefore, our
demand

the of
October last to

offer

of was
the rejection was enhanced the

faith the

can it
fruitless of of

our envoy their soil.
of

powers
was complaint

for
was our any

be

of
all

In my commencement of the
the

of Congress of

between- - the
invasion

The
was determined,

of Con-
gress our

it was
our

soil.
concentrated

remained
as not

Mexican government would
our

by our

its act of
the

country

Convention
act

now included one our
own

act

our
own

of de-

fence
last

of
which the of

was iu
judgment

of to

of

convenience obtaining
of

to was
by

all

States

of

our

the
of

by the

of

of

as peaceful, unless she should declare war, or commit
acta of hostility indicative of a 6tate of war. He
was specially directed to protect private property and
respect personal rights.

The army moved from Corpus Christi on the 11th
cf March, and on the 29th of that month arrived on
the left bank of the Del Norte, opposite to Matamoras,
where it encamped on a commanding position, which
has since been strengthened by the erection of field
works. A depot has also been established at Point
Isabel, near the Brazos Santiago, thirty miles in rear
of the encampment. The selection of his position
was necessarily confided to the judgment of the gene-
ral in command.

The Mexican forces at Matamoras assumed a bel-

ligerent attitude, and on the 12th of April, General
Ampudia, then in command, notified General Taylor
to break up bis camp within twenty-fou- r hours, and
to retire beyond the Nueces river, and in the event of
his failure to comply with these, announced that arms,
and arms alone, must decide the question. But no
open hostility was coir.mitted until the twenty-fourt- h of
April. On that day, Ger. Arista, who had succeeded
to the command of the Mexican forces, communicated
to Gen. Taylor that ' he considered hostilities com-

menced and should prosecute them." A party of
d racoons of sixty-thre- e men and officers were on the
same day despatched from the American camp up the
Rio Del Norte, on its left bank, to ascertain whether
the Mexican troops had crossed, or were preparing to
cross the river, " became engaged with a large body
of these troops and after a short affair, in which
some sixteen were killed and wounded, appear to have
been surrounded and compelled to surrender."

The grievous wrongs perpetrated by Mexico upon !

our citizens throughout a long period of years, remain J

unredressed; ana soiernn treaties, pieuging ner puunc j

faith for this redress, have been disregarded. A gov- - !

eminent either unable or unwilling to enforce the '

execution of such treaties, fails to perform one of its
nlainest duties.

which the Mexican authorities have pursued against
then, whilst their appeals through their own govern-
ment for indemnity have been made in vain. Our
forbearance has gone to such an extreme as to be
mistaken in its character. Had we acted with vigor
in repelling the insults and redressing the injuries
inflicted by Mexico at the commencement, Ave should

lipon the American soil. She has proclaimed that
hostilities ha?C commenced, and that the two nations

are now at war.
As war exists, and, notwithstanding all our efforts

tO avoid it, ex'bti by the act of Mexico herself, we

are called upon, by every consideration of duty and
patriotism, to vindicate, with decision, the honor, the
rights, and the interests of our country.

"Anticipating the possibility of a crisis like that
which has arrived, instructions were given in August
last. " as a precautionary measure," against invasion,
or threatened invasion, authorizing Gen. Taylor, if
the emersrency required, to accept volunteers, cot
from Texas only, but from the States of Louisiana,
Alabama. Mississippi, Tennessee, and Kentucky ; I

and corresponding letters were
O.

addressed
. FT!

to the
.

re-- 1

spective governors oi inose otaies. i nese instruc-
tions were repeated ; and in January last, soon after
the incorporation of ' Texas into our union of States,"
Gen. Taylor was further authorized by the President
to make a requisition upon the executive of that State
for such of its mama torce as may be needed to repel
invasion or to secure the country against apprehended
invasion." On the 2d day of March, he was again re-

minded, " in the event of the approach of any conside-
rable Mexican force, promptly and efficiently to use the
authority with which he was clothed to call to him
such auxiliary force as he might need." War actually
existin, and our territory having been invaded. Gen.
Taylor pursuant to authority vested in him by my
direction, has called on the Governor of Texas for
four regiments of State troops two to be mounted,
and two to serve on foot ; and on the Governor of
Louisiana for four regiments of infantry, to be sent
to him as soon as practicable.

In further vindication of our rights and defence of
our territory, I invoke the prompt action of Congress
to recognise the existence of the war, and to place at
the disposition of the Executive the means of prose-

cuting the war with vieor, and thus hastening the
restoration of peace. To this end I recommend that
authority should be given to call into the public ser-

vice a large body of volunteers to serve tor not less
than six or twelve months unless sooner discharged.
A volunteer force, is, beyond question, more efficient
than any other description of citizen soldiers; and it
is not to be doubted that a number far beyond that
required would readily rush to the field upon the call
of their country. I further recommend that a liberal
provision be made fur sustaining our entire military
force, and furnishing it with supplies and munitions
of war.

The most energetic 'and prompt measures, and the
immediate appearance in arms of a large and over-

powering force, are recommended to Congress as the
most certain ai.d efficient means of bringing the ex-

isting collision with Mexico to a speedy and successful
termination.

In making these recommendations, I deem it pro-

per to declare that it is my anxious desire not only to
terminate hostilities speedily, but to bring all matters
in dispute between this government and Mexico to an
early and amicable adjustment ; and in this view, I
shall be prepared to renew negotiations, whenever
Mexico shall be ready to receive propositions, or to
make propositions of her own.

I transmit herewith a copy of the correspondence
between our envoy to Mexico and the Mexican min-

ister flr f reirn affairs ; and so much of the corres
pondence between that envoy and the Secretary of
State, and between the becretary or War and the
General in command on the Del Norte, as are neces-
sary to a full understanding of the subject.

JAMES K. POLK.
Washington, May 11, 1910.

Mr. Davis called for a reading of the documents
accompanying the message.

Mr. Speight hoped that the senator would not press
bis call, as be understood that the documents were
voluminous, and the reading would occupy two or
three hours. They would be printed with all possible
expedition; and he (Mr. S.) moved that an txtra
number of copies twenty thousand be printed.

Mr. Davis did not press his call.
Mr. Calhoun then rose, and said: The question

now submitted to us is one of the gravest character, j

and the importance of the consequences which may
result from it we cannot now determine. I do hope
that this body will give to it that high, full and dis-

passionate considers t:on which is worthy of the charac-
ter of the body and the high constitutional functions
which it is called on to exercise. I trust that we will
weigh every thing calmly and deliberately, and do all
that the constitution, interests, and honor of the coun-

try may require. I hope that in the present state cf
the question nothing further will be done than is
usual that is, to print the document for the use of
the Senate, and after we have had the subject under
consideration, it will be time enough to determine the
number of copies to be printed. I say this because no
man can make up his opinion from the mere reading
of the mersage. It is eminently proper that in this
case the deliberate sense of the body should be ex-

pressed. It is always understood that printing a large
number of documents is an endorsement. At all
events, I think it would be undignified in the Senate
to print on this occasion more than the usual number.

Mr. Sfeight said, I rise to respond to every sentence
every word which has been uttered by the honora-abl- e

senator from South Carolina. My motive in
moving to print an extra number of copies of the mes-

sage and accompanying documents was the suggestion
of senators around me. I bad supposed that the coun-
try would be anxious to read those documents, and I
ennot see why the printing of it should be necessarily
considered as an endorsement of that message. But
I take occasion to state here in my place that I en-

dorse every word of that message. I approve of it.
The President has recommended what I am prepared
to carry out. It is uscles-- s to conceal the fact that he
has recommended no declaration of war. He only
asks Congress to place at his disposal a sufficient mili-

tary force to repel any invasion of the territory of the
United States. I apprehend that there is not a single
senator who will not cordially respond to that portion
of the message. It is an important document, and we
seem to have approached an important crisis, and
I agree with the senator that we should meet it firmly,
calmly, and with deliberation. For my part, I am
prepared so to meet the crisis.

Mr. Allen said: It is usual, I believe, when a very
important communication is made to the two Houses
of Congress by the Executive, if it and the accompany-
ing documents be so voluminous as not to find admission
to the public newspapers of the country, for the Con-

gress of the United States to meet the natural demand
of the country, to print an extra number of such a com-

munication v ith the accompaning documents. No
man will question for an instant the transcendent im-

portance of the case communicated to the Senate to-da- y.

No man will doubt that that matter, as contained in
the papers on the table, is too voluminous to obtain
publication in the newspaper press of the country.
No man can doubt the right of the American people
to indulge that wholesome curiosity which induces
them to look fur the publication of such documents.
These are facts about which there can be no dispute;
and if ever there was a case in which it becomes im-

portant to give an extended circulation to a great pub-
lic fact, this is that case. What is it ! The honora-
ble senator has told us that the President recommends
no declaration of war; but he did not tell us" what ther j
President has told us, which is the far more impor
tant fact, that war actually exists, and he asked the
congress oi me uuucu omies io aunuowcuge mat
fact by such a public act as shall nationalize the troops. . .J .1 I T 1 W ,n a .1aim put wie omiu uiaico iu mm icrjaiivu iu me na-
tions of the world which she has a right to growing
out of a state of war. Sir, it has been said that time
for deliberation is necessary ; but the time of delibera-
tion should be measured by the crisis presented by the
state of facts upon which that delüieration is to be
had; and what is the crisis here! The crisis is ex
isting war. The deliberation can tend to no point, if
it have a useful object, except the great point of the
defence of the country against invasion. And as for
the suggestion thrown car that the arm of the govern-
ment should be limited to its own soil that we should
be required to fight over one square of the board,
while Mexico fights over the whole board seems to
me to involve a most suicidal policy. How can this
war be brought to a succesful issue ! how can any
permanent peace be expected to result at all from this
conflict with Mexico, unless she is given distinctly to
understand that when she makes war upon the United
States she incurs all the penalties which the condition
of war inflicts upon nations! But I am sensible that
this is digressive. I desire that these documents may
be printed in large numbers, for the reasons that I
have given; and for the sake of testing the sense of
the Senate, I ask the yeas and nays.

Mr. Sevier. I understand that the motion to refer
the message, and print, has been carried 1

The President. The motion has not yet been put.
Mr. Sevier moved that the motion be first put.
Mr. J. M. Clattox then rose and said : I Lope the

message will not be referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations, but to the appropriate committee

that on Military Affairs. The Very object of the
message is to procure munitions of war. It seems,
therefore, eminently proper that the subject should go
to the military committee, and not to the Committee
on Foreign Relations. I cannot perceive any pro
priety in the reference to the latter committee.

Mr. Calhoun. I have effected my object in part
the object which I had in view in offering the few ob-

servations which I addressed to the Senate. My ob-

ject was to show that there should be no haste on this
. . . ..a a l a fsubject, and mat it snouia noi De interred, irom me

printing of a large number of the message, that there
was any special endorsement of it on the part of the
Senate. I am informed that that is not intended, and
therefore I am perfectly indifferent as to what disposi
tion may be made of the motion to print an extra num-
ber of copies. Whilst I am up, I take occasion to
say, that I agree with the senator from Ohio, Mr.
Allen, that the President has announced that there
is war; but according to my interpretation there is
no war according to the sense of our constitution.
I distinguish between hostilities and war, and God
forbid that, acting under the constitution, we should
ever confound one with the other. There may be in-

vasion without war, and the President is authorized
to repel invasion without war. But it is our sacred
duty to make war, and it is for us to determine
whether war shall be declared or not. If we have de-

clared war, a state of war exists, and not till then.
It was in this aspect of the question that I regarded
it as one of great magnitude, and deprecated any pre-

cipitate action on the part of the Senate. There is a

certain decorum which belongs to us, and which should
always characterize our conduct. There is a certain
forbearance, dignity, and calmness w hich will make
war not the less effective, if it should be our fate to be
involved in war. I hope that I shall never indicate
on my part the earnestness with which I go into any
measure by a precipitate course of action. I am pre-

pared to do all that the constitution, and patriotism,
and the honor of my ountry may require. But I
wish time to consider on all points, and desire that
our whole action may be marked by dignity.

Mr. Sevier then said : It is not my purpose to raise
a discussion on this question of reference. Nothing
is further from my design. I moved such a reference
of the message as, on a consultation of precedents, I
deemed proper. The natural and proper reference ap-
peared to be the Committee on Foreign Relations.
The senator talks of calmness and the necessity of de-

liberation and dignified action. Assuredly our course
has been of that character. Is there any breach of
decorum is there any want of dignity in referring
this message to an appropriate committee 1

Mr. Calhoun. Will the senator permit me to say
that I had not the slightest reference to the motion
made by him to refer the message 1

Mr. Sevier resumed. My motion was to refer the
message to the committee to which are ordinarily re-

ferred matters of this sort. If the senator from Dela-
ware Mr. Clatxon.I has not the same confidence in
that committee which I entertain, that is not any rea-

son against that reference. I would ask the senator
from Mississippi to withdraw his motion, and I would
then move that the question be taken on the reference ;

and on that I ask the yeas and nays.
Mr. MoREHi'.AD said: I regret that I cannot concur

with my friend from Delaware in bis suggestions as
to the proper direction which this document should
take. I think that in the first instance the reference
should be made to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; and I do so because I concur with the senator
from South Carolina, Mr. Calhoun, that before war

does exist, according to the constitution of the United
States, there must be some action on the part of Con-

gress. It is with that view, and with regret, that I
cannot concur with tiie senator from Delaware, and I
hope that the subject will take the usual direction.

Mr. J. M. Clayton. It is perfectly clear to my
mind that this message should go to the Committee on
Military Affairs, and not to that on Foreign Relations.
The President has announced to the Senate of the
United States that there is war that war does exist
between this country and Mexico, and he calls upon
us for millions of money to aid him in carrying on
that war he pronounces it neccessary, and demands
of us the needful supplies. He also asks for tens of
thousands of volunteers. Now I am quite willing
although I do not take upon myself any portion of the
responsibility of this war that devolves upon the
President, and upon him alone, with those who have
brought it about but I say I am quite ready to fight
it out. I will not undertake to decide, in the first in
stance, whether it was right or not; but I go for the
soldiers, and the millions at once to support the honor
of the country and the ar;y. The Committee on
roreign Relations can decide at their leisure any
grave questions touching the constitutionality of this
war. We shall have all that undoubtedly in debate
here from day to day; but the first duty of the Senate,
in my judgement, is to vote the supplies. V ell,
what has the Committee on Foreign Relations to do
with that! What does it know about the manner of
furnishing these supplies! That is the appropriate
duty of the Committee on Military Affairs. I would
say to my friend from South Carolina if he will al-

low me to call him my friend that I entertain opin
ions perhaps closely allied to his own on this general
subject. I do not mean to express any opinion as to
the sending of troops to the Kio Grande, by voting
for the supplies. The President has announced the
existence of war. What is the first duty of Con-

gress! I hold that its first duty is to vote the sup-
plies; to lose no time in defending the country. The
other questions involved will have to be settled be-

tween us and the people of the United States, and the
Executive. On these questions all due deliberation
should be observed, but the action with regard to the
supplies should be prompt and immediate.

Mr. Archer said: I am ready to vote for the sup-
plies. The senator Mr. Allen and several others
has assumed that we are in a state of war. I say
that we are not. When, some years ago, a vessel be-

longing to the United States (the,4Carcline") was for-

cibly captured by an English force, did that constitute
a case of war between Great Britain and the United
States! I say that the President does not affirm that
we are in a state of war. He cannot affirm it, for if
he did he would affirm that which, in a legal and con-

stitutional acceptation, could not be true. If true what
would be the result! The officers and men on the
Rio Grande might involve the country in war at their
pleasure.

Mr. Sevier here referred the senator to the terms
of the declaration of war in 1312, (as the reporter un-

derstood) and proposed that the secretary should read
an extract from it; but the offer was declined, and

Mr. Archer proceeded. It has been stated, on the
highest authority, that the President of the United
States cannot declare war. The intervention of Con-

gress is absolutely indispensable to constitute war.
There can be no war till the ascertained facts be sub-
mitted to the Congress of the United States, to be pro-
nounced upon by them, and till they authorize war.
I hope, therefore, that the course pursued on all other
occasions will be followed on the present; that the
message of the President will go, first, to the Commit-
tee on Foreign "elations, and that then, on its report,
the Naval and Military Committees will take the
proper action.

Mr. Benton tfud: I apprehend that there are two
very distinct questions presented to the consideration
of the Senate in the message of the President. He
announces the fact of the invasion of the territory of
the United States: that's one thing. He then propo-
ses to Congress to carry on war against Mexico on a
scale commensurate with the exigency of the occasion,
in order to bring it to an immediate close. These are
two distinct subjects; and on these two subjects a dif-

ferent form of action is, I think, required. It is not
merely the constitutional authority, but the duty of
the President to repel invasion at once, and by all the
means which the law has put into his hands. He
has a regular army and navy for that purpose. The
act of Congress of 1795 authorized him to call out
the militia from the neighboring States for that pur-
pose; but their service is limited to a period of three
months; and as often as emergencies of this kind have
occurred, it has been deemed proper, both for the pur-
pose of getting troops more promptly into action, and
also such as could be retained in the service for a long-
er period it has, I say, been usual for Congress on
all such occasions, when in session, and when not
in session, it has been usual fur the President to call
for volunteers. And on this occasion this course has
been followed. A call for volunteers has been author-
ized in conformity to the practice which we Lave al-

ways followed. The act of 1795 authorized the prac-
tice of resort to volunteers; and on this occasion the
officer in command on the Rio Grande has called for
volunteers. The first thing we have to do is to give
the President money to pay those volunteers, and
more, if necessary; and in giving him money to pay
them, authorizing the call made for them. In this
view of it the subject is a military one, and proper
for the action of the Military Committee. They are
to say whether eight thousand men, or double that
number, are necessary; and the Committee on Fi-
nance is to report what money may be necessary.
Thus far the question is military. But after that, it
is a question which concerns the foreign relations of
the country, and should, consequently, go to the
Committee on Foreign Relations. If the first meas-
ures be adopted and on that I suppose that there can
be no difference of opinion there will be time to con-

sider the other part of the subject; and it is obvious
that it would be very inexpedient to delay the former
till after the consideration of the latter. It might be
very detrimental to the public interest to do nothing
till the questions connected with our foreign relations
were settled. If, then, as is frequently done, one por-

tion of the message were referred to the Military
Committee and the other to the Committee on Foreign
Relations, the whole matter would be at once settled.
I would make that motion, if the Senate think my
view proper, that so much of the President's message
as relates to repelling invasion of the territory of the
United States, be referred to the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs.

Mr. Allen. The remarks of the senator from Mis-
souri, and his suggestion relative to the disposition of
the two distinct portions of the message, strike me as
very proper, and I readily concur.

Mr. Sevier. If the senator will allow me, I will
accept of his motion as a modification of mine.

The question was then about to be put; when
Mr. Cass rose and said : I have but a few words to

say. The message is evidently intended to be a spe-

cies of manifesto a statement of the difficulties be-

tween this country and Mexico, very similar in prin-
ciple to the message sent to Congress by Mr. Madison
in 1912. It is an exposi of our grievances with that
government, to go be 'ore the American people and the
world. I agree that the senator from Missouri Mr.
Benton has put it in its proper bearing. I desired to
say that I feel very much gratified at hearing the dec-

laration which fell from the lips of the seuator from
Delaware, Mr. Clayton. He has spoken like an
American senator and an American patriot. He is
ready to meet the exigency in which he finds the coun-
try placed. The ground he takes is fair for a party
man. He goes for the country first, and then intends
to ask who brought the country into this position.
That is a very fair course. I have no objection to the
course which the senator has thus marked out for him-
self. Let us go for the country first let us make all
requisite preparation. When we have done that, I
am perfectly prepared to enter into a full consideration
of who is right, or who is wrong. I agree with the
senator from Mississippi in his expression of concur-renc-a

with every word of the message. So far as
one vote and one voice will carry the administration
through, mine will be cheerfully given. 1 do not
agree with the senator from South Carolina in his
construction of what constitutes war. One nation
can create a state of war it requires two nations to
make a peace. Suppose the other nation declares
war suppose Mexico declares war, are you at peace !

What an absurd doctrine is that! I know of no In-

termediate state between peace and war. Are you at
peace with Mexico! No. It is a state of war.
Every genlk-ma- n here knows that there have been a
dozen wars in Europe without any declaration cf war
on cither side. The war of 1775 was such a war.
So was the war of 1801. The honorable gentleman
from South Carolina says we are in a state of hostil-

ity, but not in a state of war. Now I am not going
to dispute about words, but I deny the doctrine ad-

vanced by him in lolo. What is the difference be

tween hostility and war! Suppose Mexico issued
orders to privateers are you to wait for a
declaration of war! If an invader approaches, can
you not drive him off! Afe we not now in that state
or hostility which pives the legitimate consequence of
war ! I for one wish to be distinctly understood, that
whether war be declared or not, we are now in a po-sit-on

in which all the legitimate rights and conse-
quences of war exist. We are placed in a solemn
position. This is a most solemn crisis. But if we
advance to our duty with firmness, promptitude, and
decision, our course is plain and honorable before the
world. If we do not act in that spirit if we make
half war and half peace if we say to Mexico, "Ad-
vance, and we'll right ycu : if not, we will remain
quiet," we will dishonor ourselves m the eyes of
mankind. What have we to tain by such conduct!
The advantage is altogether on the side of Mexico. I

She keeps tip an army, and can invade us when she
pleases. There is but one course for us to take. Push
m n AVVYAfl it I .in antra aTatI rv t II UTA ffMW I m (a vatO.W "ru,"u" .aw, " v-- uci iu wake
peace not to hoia the country, Dut compel her to
make such a peace as we have a right to demand.

Mr. Calhoun. again rose and said: I entirely con
cur iu the separation of the message in respect to its
reference. Now! hope that there will not be the
slightest difference of opinion, but the utmost unan
imity and promptitude of action in repelling invasion.
One part of my object was to bring about this state of
things. Lvery one must have felt the awkwardness
of blending the two subjects contained in the message
together the solemnity of the one requiring delibera-
tion, the urgency of the other deoisnding prompti
tude or action. Both subjects arc now properly dis-
posed of, and there will be ample time hereafter to
discuss the varioi points connected with the one,
whilst the other will not be subjected to any improper
or dangerous delay. The senator from Michigan Mr.
Cass repelled no observation of mine. His remarks
had not the slightest reference to anything I said. I
said, in the sense of the constitution, war could be
declared only by Congress; that it was only through
the exercise of the authority of Congress that that
state of things called "war " could be announced to
the country and the world. There is no question be-

tween Lini and myself. The question is between
him and the constitution. It would be a great
abuse of language, then, in a constitutional sense, to
call this a state of war. It is, if we have pot the true
account, a Btate of invasion not even of hostilities
between the United States and Mexico. It is a state
of hostility between the two forces on the frontier.
Now, whether we shall proceed and settle all our ac
counts at once, is that crave question to which I al
luded, and with regard to which I said I agreed with
the senator from Ohio, Mr. Allen, in the expression
of opinion that it ought to be most carefully examined,
and that then we shoulJ, with the utmost decision,
proceed to discharge our duty.

Mr. Allen. I do not rise to continue this debate,
but simply to move that so much of the annual mes-
sage of the President as relates to Mexico, be printed
in connexion with the message and documents com-

municated to the Senate this day.
Mr. Morehead said ; I have no objection to the di-

vision of the message. I rise for the purpose of say-
ing one word in answer to what has fallen from the
senator from Michigan ; and before I come to the
immediate point to which I desire to call the attention
of the Senate, I must be permitted to express my sur-
prise that the honorable gentleman Mr. Cass should
think it a subject of congratulation at all that any
senator should express such sentiments as those
which fell from the senator from Delaware Mr.
Clayton. The gentleman from Michigan expressed
his personal gratification that any senator should
arise and avow his purpose of standing by his coun-
try in any emergency. I trust that that sentiment
is a common sentiment, entertained by every member
of the Senate of the United States, i trust that it is
not so singular as to be made prcrly the subject of
special remark. But with regard to the point as-
sumed by him, whether there is war now existing
between the United States and Mexico, I desire to
add one word. It is well known to us all that the
power to declare war belongs exclusively to the Con-

gress of the United States. The President of the
United States has no constitutional power to involve
the nation in war.

Mr. Cass replied. I am surprised that any gentle-
man should for a moment suppose that I made any
improper or unkind allusion in expressing my satiS'
faction with the patriotic sentiments expressed by the
senator from Delaware. But I am older than the
senator. I recollect the time when a man could not
get up even in the Senate and congratulate any mem
ber of it for the expression of such a sentiment.
Thank God I can do it now ! I believe there is not a
man on that side of the chamber that is not ready to
go just as far as I would. It was the recollection of
a very different state of things to which I have never
before alluded in this place, and hope never hereafter
to allude, that prompted that honest and sincere con-

gratulation. Congress has power to declare war ; but,
I repeat, one nation can make a war. In Europe, as
I remarked, there have been numerous examples of
that. I merely repeat that one nation may go to war,
and, of necessity, put its antagonist in a state of war.

The debate was further continued by Messrs. Davis,
J. M. Clayton, Crittenden, and Huntington, who as-

sailed the course of the administration. They were
replied to by Messrs. Allen, Houston, and Sevier.

Mr. Houston said, that he had no wish to protract
the discussion, but be bad one or two remarks to make,
to which he asked the attention of the Senate. He
thought the question before them was one of the first
importance, and that the documents which accom
panied the message had not been disposed of in the
right direction, and gentlemen had not yet had the
opportunity of acquainting themselves with the state
of facts. The reasons were given in the message for
placing General Taylor on the left bank of the Rio
Grande; and in taking up that position, he (Mr. II.)
had no doubt it would be admitted on all hands as the
neceesary course, and that suggested by the emergen-
cies of tl.e country. He did not intend entering then
into a discussion, because he did not wish to produce
delay because he thought the state of things required
prompt action not discussion. Every indication
which had been given, went to show the consequences
would have been the same, whether the army occupied
a position on the Rio Grande or at Corpus Christi.
A declaration of war had been made by the President

or, rather, the usurper of Mexico; his generals
reiterated it, and told General Taylor that war should
be begun if he did not remove from his position. He
would not blame the administratiou for not being re-

sponsible for Gen. Taylor, but he was convinced the
government was responsible for what had been done
the Executive was responsible and in assuming that
position he could justify it. The American people
will do it; the national honor required it. That was
not an occasion of ordinary importance ; it was one
which required action, not words; not discussion in
advance of information, and in anticipation of what
may or may not be the question. Whether that war
was counterfeited or actual, he thought when American
troops on American soil, recognised before the annexa-
tion of Texas as Texan territory, and, by adoption,
now American territory, Americans would not fail to
vindicate their honor and repel aggression. American
blood had been shed on it. The soil had been conse-
crated before to them, and their rights must be de-

fended. He hoped the question would be put.
In reply to Mr. Ckittenden,
Mr. Sevier observed that Americans' were cer-

tainly a very unfortunate people. He never knew
tbera to be right in the whole course of his life. They
were wrong, five years ago, in the case of France;
wrong, lately, with Great Britain; wrong in the
Seminole war ; and now, wrong again with Mexico.
He had hoped to see his country right once in his life,
but he was to be disappointed. This country had
stood more from Mexico than any civilized power ever
stood from another. This country had reared her up,
fostered her, protected her, as it had the republics of
South America. V as she a republic to-d- ay T How
long had she been a republic ! How long since she
had an emperor on her throne ! With every disposi-
tion to be lenient, there was a limit to insult from one
country to another. Mexico made war upon the
United States when they were endeavoring, long be-

fore crossing the Nueces, to negotiate. Troops were
not placed there till all attempts to negotiate had
failed. He asserted that in taking up his position,
under the unlimited authority placed on him. General
Taylor did right. He would condemn neither him
nor the government, nor make it a quest iorj whether
he was on American soil or not. That questioa would
come up hereafter. He hoped the policy of the govern-
ment would not be condemned in advance; and if we
could not be right entirely, he hoped it would be ad-

mitted we were so to some extent.
Tbc motion was then agreed to.

INCREASE Or THE AKMT OF THE CNITED STATES.
Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Af-

fairs, to whom was referred the act to authorize the
President of the United States to increase the rank
and rile of the army of the United States whensoever
in his judgment the exigencies of the country shall re-

quire it, reported the same back to the Senate with
amendments, and moved its immediate consideration ;
which motion was agreed to.

The amendments provide for the increase of the
number of men in each company to 100, instead of
83, as proposed in the bill as it passed the House of
Representatives. Also making the period of enlist-
ment 3, instead of 5 years.

The bill was considered as in committee of the whole.
when Mr. B. submitted a few remarks in sunnort of'! nmenmonta

-- it
Mr. Evans asked the aggregate increase which

WOuld be made by the amendment.
Mr. Benton replied that the addition to the army

1 n r. rwould oe oenveen o.utü and 7.UUU.
The question was then taken on the amendments,

which were agreed to; the bill was reported to the
Senate, and the amendments concurred in. - '

Mr. J. M. Clayton desired to know if the bill did
not increase the army to about 15,000 men.

Mr. Benton replied in the affirmative ; but stated
that when, in the opinion of the Executive, the exigen-
cies of the country did not require the additional
force, the bill provided for the reduction of the number
of men to 61 in each company, thus dispensing with
one-thir- d.

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, imme-
diately read a third time and passed.

Mr. B. also, from the Committee on Military Affairs,
to whom was referred the bill to raise a regiment of
mounted riflemen for the protection of emigrants,
traders, &c, on the route to Oregon, and the amend-
ment made thereto by the House of Representatives
providing that the officers for said regiment should bo
taken from the regular line of the United States army,
made a report thereon, recommending that the Senate
do not concur in said amendment.

On motion of Mr. B., the Senate proceeded to the
consideration of this report, and same was concurred
in.

Fron thiXfW York Commercial Adrer titer, (IFkig.J
Light on the Okegon Qcestion. There are two

points set forth in the extract from the London Timet,
given yesterday in our columns, which, so far as the
Times is to be regarded as authority, have an impor-
tant bearing on the general question. We cannot say
that they come to us with any effect of surprise, for
we have been expecting them; but it is not the less
necessary, therefore, to consider their full import and
bearing.

The first is the specific recognition of the "notice,"
by the Times, as a necessary, a proper and a pacific
measure. This is very different from the opinion
expressed by the London journals generally, as well
as from former giving out of the Times itself, and
therefore we again quote the exact language of the
latter, that our understanding of it may be seen to do
no violence. Speaking of Mr. Calhoun's speech, the
Times'says

'He has been driven from that ground to the alter-
native of supporting a compromise, or of declaring for
a forcible occupation of the country; and while he cor-
dially adopts the principle of compromise, he votes
for the abrogation of the existing convention, in order
to bring the discussion to a speedy termination.

Ihus far we are perfectly agreed with Mr. Calhoun.
We are happy to adopt as our own every one of the
pacific sentiments and the sensible opinions he has so
eloquently expressed."

"Mr. Calhoun votes," says the Times, "for the ab-

rogation of the existing convention." "We
are perfectly agreed with Mr. Calhoun," and "are
happy to adopt as our own every one of
the sensible opinions he has 60 eloquently expressed."
One of those opinions was, that the notice had become
proper and necessary to a pacific adjustment of the
question. The Times, therefore, has become a con-

vert to this "opinion."
The other point is more new and more important.

It opens a question which has not yet been discussed
or even touched, either here or in EnglanJ, yet
which involves, as we conceive, the very turning
point of the whole controversy, as it stands at present,
that is, narrowed down to the ultimate possession of
the territory between the 49th parallel and the Colum-
bia River. We again quote the very language of the
Times, that there may be no mistake about its words
or its meaning.

Referring to Mr. Calhoun's expectation that the
British Government will now accept the 4Pth parallel
as the boundary, the Times says

"We are really at a loss to conceive to what cir-
cumstances Mr. Calhoun attributes this supposed
change, or what imaginable circumstances could re-

lease us from the duty of upholding a territorial right.
But the fact is, that the valley of the Columbia is as
much and as exclusively occupied by the British agen
of the Hudson Bay Company as it ever has been; afg
to suppose that our right to the country is weakened is
a childish invention."

Here, it will be seen, the London journalist puta
the right of Great Britain on the British occupation of
the valley of the Columbia; and the same ground bas
been taken by other writers in support of the British
claim. The question then arises tchen and under tchat
title did that occupation commence! If we are right-
ly informed it has only existed since the establish-
ment of the convention of 1818, renewed in 1827.
And if so, then the second question arises, whether
that occupation, being avowedly by sufferance, hating
nothing of what the lawyers call adverse in its nature.
and existing with express recognition of equal and
concurrent right in another party, can be used to make
cr support exclusive title against that other party. In
other words, whether, at the close of the joint occupa-
tion, both parties are not restored specifically to their
original rights, unaffected in any way by intermedi-
ate possession or occupancy.

If this is the case, it is clear that the "territorial
right" of Great Britain has not been strengthened in
the least by the "occupation" of the valley of the Co-

lumbia since 1813. That occupation was dependent
on the convention; when the convention goes it goes
also and becomes of none effect ; as a source of title it
is annihilated.

We do not argue the question now, or enlarge upon
the results to which it leads. Our object is simply to
designate the bearing of the position set up by the
Times. One suggestion we will throw out, however,
for more extended notice hereafter. Suppose it to be
insisted that occupation under the convention does
create or strengthen positive title, might not the Uni-
ted States now, within the year that is to elapse be-

fore the abrogating of the convention having a per-
fect equal right to occupy might not the United.
States, by an extensive movement of emigration &c.,
occupy the whole territory up to 54, 40, and ao acquire
an unquestionable title to the whole!

Mr. Clay on Oregon. The following paragraph
occurs in the general instructions prepared by Mr.
Clay in 1826, as Secretary of State, for the Ministers
to Panama, and published among the documents of
the 2d series of the 20th Congress, (1929.) It has
reference to the celebrated declaration of Mr. Mon-

roe in his message of December, 1023, announcing
as a principle applicable to this country which ought
hereafter to be insisted upon, that no European nation
ought to plant tipon it new colonies :

' When America was comparatively a boundless
waste, with an almost unpeopled desert, claimed and
probably first settled by civilized man, by European
powers which discovered it, if they could agree among
themselves as to the limits of their respective territo-
ries there was no American State to oppose, or where
righls could be affected by the establishment of new
colonies. But now the case is entirely altered ; from
the north-easte- rn limits of the United Slates in North
America, to Cape Horn in South America, on the At-

lantic Ocean, with one or two inconsiderable excep-

tions; and from the same Cape to the 51st degkee
OF NORTH LATTTCDE ON THE PACIFIC OcEAN, WITHOUT
ANY exception, the tcWc coasts and countries belong-in- g

to sovereign resident American Poxcers.n
Mr. Clay herein assumes it as clear and unques-

tionable that the American title up to 51 deg. of
north latitude, is an established fact.

A gentleman passing by tlie jail of a country town,
heard one of the prisoners, through the grates of his
cell, singing, in the softest and most melodious tone,
that favorite song Home, Sweet Home.' His sym-
pathies were very much excited in favor of the unfor-
tunate tenant of the dungeon, and upon inquiring the
cause of his incarceration, was informed that he was-pu- t

in jail for beating his vfe i


